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matter of worldly wealth, I shall when one (i.e. his father) is
dead, have more than you can even dream of now.

378.  Enough ... wonder.   I will not at present say more to add
to, your wonder.

379.  Contract ... witnesses.    The ceremony of betrothal appar-
ently was as a rule performed in the presence of a priest, as in
T. Jv. iv. 3. 22, etc., but from this passage, in which however it
is interrupted by the father, it seems to have been valid if wit-
nesses of any kind were present.

381. "but what of Mm ?   What has he to do with the matter ?

385.  becomes, adorns.

386,  7. Incapable  .. affairs, incapable of taking part in matters
in which reason and judgment are required.    The form of the
question, "is not your father," etc., "is he not," etc., indicates
surprise; surely he must be, etc., or you would not act in this
way.

388.  altering* rheums, rheumatic affections which have changed
and disabled him.

389.  dispute ... estate, reason upon his own affairs; but with
the idea of vindicating his right to what he possesses.

390.  Lies he not, etc.    Surely he must be bed-ridden ; surely
he must be in his second childhood ; being childish, when he was
a child : bed-rid, " A.S. bed, a bed, and ridda, a knight, a rider;
thus the sense is a bed-rider, a sarcastic term for a disabled man."
(Skeat, Ety. Diet. s.v.}.

395. reason ... wife, it is reasonable that my son, etc.

397,  8. all whose... posterity, whose chiefest joy consists in see-
ing a worthy line of descendants.

398.  should ... counsel, should be called in to give his advice
in the matter.

401. I not acquaint, I do not choose to tell him.
404, 5. he shall not ... choice, he will not have any reason to
regret the choice you have made.
407. I dare not call, I am ashamed to call.

410.  That thus ... sheep-hook!   That desirest to  marry  the
daughter of a shepherd; sheep-Jiook., the crook carried by shep-
herds to extricate sheep when they get into a place from which
without help they cannot get out; the emblem, of his occupation
for the man himself: cf. *nut-7i00&,' a contemptuous term for a
catchpole or bailiff, M. W. i. 1. 171.

411.  one weekj i.e. but a very short time, he being already so
near death.

411, 2. fresh ... witchcraft, opposed to 'old traitor'; you so
young and fair, and yet so full of trickery; witchcraft has here